
Welcome to Fifth Grade!
As an incoming fifth grader you will be responsible for reading at least TWO books over
the summer. Your REQUIRED book is A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park. You may
choose your second book from the list on the next few pages. However, if you have a book
in mind that you would like to read that is NOT on the list, go for it! Please make sure you
choose a second book that you have not already read!

A Long Walk to Waterfollows two stories, told in alternating sections, about
two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya,
is fetching water from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she
makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the
“lost boys” of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as
they search for their families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every
hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with killer
lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect

with Nya’s.

Please select an assignment from the list below for the REQUIRED book only.
● Google Slides Book Review:Include information about the characters, setting, problem,

and plot. Discuss your thoughts and opinions on the book. How many stars out of 5
would you award it? Would you recommend it to a classmate? Were you able to
connect to the book in any way?

● Video Book Talk: Make a video book review. Include information about the characters,
setting, problem, and plot. Discuss your thoughts and opinions on the book. How many
stars out of 5 would you award it? Would you recommend it to a classmate? Were
you able to connect to the book in any way?

● Journal Entry Reflections:Keep a journal recording your reflections of what you have
read. 3 Journal Entries total. Did you have a connection to any of the feelings the
main character expressed? When did you feel empathy for the main character? Were
you surprised by something? Did this book get you thinking? Can you make any
connections to other books you have read? Can you make a connection to something
that has happened in real life?

● Book report: Include a cover page with your name, book title, and author. Include facts
about the book like When was it published? What genre is the book? Mention some
facts about the author. Has this book won any awards? Was the book made into a



movie or television show?
Include character traits, setting, conflict, lesson or message in the story. Include your
opinions: Did you like the book? Why or why not? Did it remind you of another book
you have read in the past? Do you recommend it to your classmates?

Suggested Book Choices:
Fiction

Book Scavenger by Jennifer Chambliss Bertman
Twelve-year-old Emily’s family is relocating to San Francisco, home of her
literary idol: Garrison Griswold, creator of the online sensation Book
Scavenger, a game where books are hidden all over the country and clues to
find them are revealed through puzzles. Emily soon learns that Griswold has
been attacked and is in a coma, and no one knows anything about the epic
new game he had been poised to launch. Emily and her new friend James
discover an odd book, which they come to believe is from Griswold and leads

to a valuable prize. Emily and James must race to solve the puzzles Griswold left behind
before Griswold's attackers make them their next target.

Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan
Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is happy just hanging
out with her best friend, Soojin. Except now that she’s in middle school
everything feels different. Soojin is suddenly hanging out with Emily, one of
the “cool” girls in the class, and even talking about changing her name to
something more “American.” Does Amina need to start changing too? Or
hiding who she is to fit in? While Amina grapples with these questions, she
is devastated when her local mosque is vandalized.

Unsettled by Reem Faruqi- Novel in Verse
When Nurah’s family moves from Karachi, Pakistan, to Peachtree City,
Georgia, all she really wants is to blend in, but she stands out for all the
wrong reasons. Nurah’s accent, floral-print kurtas, and tea-colored skin make
her feel excluded, and she’s left to eat lunch alone under the stairwell, until
she meets Stahr at swimming tryouts. Stahr covers her body when in the
water, just like Nurah, but for very different reasons.



Framed by James Ponti
Florian is twelve years old and has just moved to Washington. He’s
learning his way around using TOAST, which stands for the Theory of All
Small Things. It’s a technique he invented to solve life’s little mysteries such
as: where to sit on the first day of school, or which Chinese restaurant has
the best egg rolls. But when he teaches it to his new friend Margaret, they
uncover a mystery that involves the National Gallery, the FBI, and a

notorious crime syndicate known as EEL. Can Florian decipher the clues and finish his
homework in time to help the FBI solve the case?

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactusby Dusti Bowling Aven
Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling
match, or a wildfire in Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without
them. When her parents take a job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown
western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country
knowing that she’ll have to answer the question over and over again. Her
new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a
classmate who also feels isolated because of his own disability, and they

discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have
imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and face your worst fears. But Aven’s
about to discover she can do it all . . . even without arms.

Nonfiction
How We Got to the Moon: The People, Technology, and Daring Feats of
Science Behind Humanity's Greatest Adventure by John Rocco
Everyone knows of Neil Armstrong's famous first steps on the moon. But
what did it really take to get us there? The stories of the 400,000 unsung
heroes--the engineers, mathematicians, seamstresses, welders, and factory
workers--and their innovations and life-changing technological leaps forward
that allowed NASA to achieve this unparalleled accomplishment. The Moon
landing is one of the most ambitious, thrilling, and dangerous ventures in

human history.



I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the  World
(Young Readers Edition) by Malala Yousafzai and Patricia McCormick

Malala Yousafzai’s autobiography of her experiences as a ten year old girl
when the Taliban took control of her once peaceful area of Pakistan. Malala
was taught to stand up for what she believes. She fought for her right to be
educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She
was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from school.


